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Katrina on the Ground 2006

STUDENT APPLICATION

(Applications must be submitted to katrinaontheground2@yahoo.com upon completion)
Name:




      School:




Email:





Address: 









City/State:



Zip:




Cell Phone #:​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_________________         Age:​​​​​​​​​​​​​______________​
Please bold the week(s) you will be participating (2 or more week commitments are preferred, and students staying for the entire month will get priority.  Please note that with the exception of Week 1 you must arrive and depart on a SATURDAY):  

June 19th- June 24th         June 24th-July 1st
Please read the attached descriptions of service projects available to KOTG volunteers and rank projects in order of preference (1 is highest preference and 8 is lowest).
____Critical Resistance



___  Community Book Center Project

____Innocence Project
 


____New Orleans Health Department & City Hall



____National Field Work Campaign 

____Reconstruction and Gutting Project

*Applications must be submitted to katrinaontheground2@yahoo.com upon completion*

Project Descriptions
Critical Resistance

Critical Resistance is a national grassroots organization that works to challenge the belief that prisons and policing make us safe, and to create true community safety and accountability.  To that end, the New Orleans chapter is working to drastically reduce the size of the local jail, Orleans Parish Prison (OPP), through the No New Cells in New Orleans campaign.  Because our membership is volunteer based, we lack the capacity we need to be maximally effective.  Volunteers will be doing a lot of the groundwork of this campaign.  This will include (but is not limited to):  conducting exit interviews with people as they are being released from OPP; getting signatures on a petition for amnesty for prisoners who have been held past their due date, or are facing hefty sentences for looting; conducting follow up calls; conducting street outreach for the campaign; and doing research for an advocacy handbook.  Volunteers need to be open and willing to talk to people, and to learning about the prison industrial complex.  A minimum two week commitment is requested.

Community Book Center Project
The community book center needs a tremendous amount of support in preparing for the Essence Music Fest being held in Houston, TX, as they are the book vendor for this event and lost everything in the flood.  Volunteers will clean and paint grids and shelving which were in the water and got rusted and will help in packing supplies for the event and for storage because the book store space will be leased and belongings must be stored until new space becomes available.  Volunteers will also assist with data entry which will help track inventory and schedule authors for book signing, as well as overall project management tools. There is also an area in the back of the center where we would like to create a garden to bring life and beauty back to the community. Anyone with computer, organizational, gardening and any other skills are welcomed.
Innocence Project
The volunteers would be searching for DNA evidence for innocent prisoners in various Mississippi jurisdictions.  In practical terms, the tasks are to locate court property rooms, police evidence rooms, and possibly clinics and hospitals, and then cajoling the evidence custodians into searching for items such as rape kits, clothing, etc.  The volunteers would receive instructions in our New Orleans office, then make trips that sometimes might require an overnight stay in a motel (which we would pay for or reimburse).  The only skills needed are persistence and an ability to be creative when faced w/ roadblocks (such as obstructive court clerks).  *Volunteers for this project must have access to a car in New Orleans, as they would be required to provide their own transportation to the various sites.
National Field Work Campaign (Peoples Reconstruction Plan) 

The National Field Work Campaign is a national organizing effort to survey Hurricane Survivors throughout the country to “capture” their vision for the reconstruction of New Orleans and the greater Gulf Coast region, and organize them into Survivors Councils, Neighborhood Planning groups, and various political campaigns. 

The Campaign commenced in April and will end at the end of August 2006. 

Primary Tasks:

1. Conducting door-to-door surveying to New Orleans residents, particularly in the 5th, 7th, and 9th Wards and New Orleans East. 

2. Outreach to residents to join local neighborhood Survivors Councils and Planning Committees. 

3. Tabulating survey data and information. 

4. Working with drafting team to write Field Work Campaign report and the Peoples Reconstruction Plan. 

New Orleans Health Department & City Hall
Prior to Hurricane Katrina, the Health Department operated 12 clinics providing numerous and varied health services throughout Orleans Parish.  Due to severe flooding and a 90% decrease in staff we have only been able to reopen 3 clinics.  These clinics are in dire need of clerical support.  Volunteers who choose to work will assist with completing billing forms, data entry, pulling/filing patient records, and making clinic appointments.  There is also availability for a couple of volunteers to do similar work in City Hall.  Please bold City Hall if this is your first choice. A minimum 2 week commitment is appreciated since some training will be needed.
Reconstruction and Gutting Project

Volunteers for this project will play a vital role in helping residents of the lower 9th ward reoccupy their land to prevent it from being taken by the government by assisting in the physical gutting or reconstruction of houses which were flooded.  Volunteers who choose to participate in the gutting component will help in removing all furniture, clothing, appliances, and household items that were destroyed and stripping houses to bare wood frame.  Volunteers assisting with reconstruction and remodeling will help with dry walling, painting, clean-up and other tasking that a perform on a construction site.
