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Hello Everyone!

Hope everyone is in great spirits and this semester has been a fruitful one. The purpose of this letter is to first thank you for your involvement and participation with Katrina On the Ground (KOTG) during the Student Spring Break Initiative and to inform you of our new efforts. The summer is almost here and KOTG is gearing up for the Student Summer Break Initiative. The direct objective of KOTG is to target, recruit, train and disperse students from various colleges and universities across the nation to offer assistance to Survivors in the devastated city of New Orleans, Louisiana and surrounding areas. During the month of June, students participating with KOTG will commit to providing at least two weeks of assistance to Survivors in New Orleans, Louisiana and surrounding areas. This is the time of the year where students are normally traveling to beaches, but this new season of rebirth is an option that now seems a lifetime away to those devastated by Katrina.

The goals and objectives of Katrina on the Ground are:

· Providing physical assistance and personal counseling, 
· Rehabilitating the land and housing, (rebuilding and clean up – have houses suitable for habitation); 
· Re-establishing a viable economy to sustain residents through business education and connecting victims to business opportunities and resources for advice on property lost; 

· Collecting Survivor stories to ensure that their voices are heard and their legal rights protected; 


 and

· Wholly rebuilding devastated lives.

During the month of June, students from the various Colleges and Universities who have committed to providing at least two weeks of assistance to survivors, will receive training in the following areas:

· physical restoration;

· legal aid; and 

· financial literacy.  

Upon their arrival in New Orleans, KOTG will assume responsibility for the volunteers’ food, lodging and transportation needs.  Student assistance will then be disbursed throughout the devastated areas of New Orleans, Louisiana.  Here, students will assist Survivors under the direction of numerous relief organizations and coalitions. 

As a result of our organizing efforts many of the Survivors in New Orleans have turned to us to provide student volunteer help.  That is why we are asking you for help now.  KOTG is in need for not only your assistance with participating as a volunteer in the Student Summer Break Initiative, but we need help with planning in the Committees.  Below is a list of contacts of the committees (there are certain committees that need help more than others but anyone is welcome offer assistant to any committee):

I. Committees 

A.  Recruiting/Fundraising— Committee Chair: Melanie, bullocmn@jmu.edu, (919) 601-0980 


-Tiffani Brown tbrown66@student.gsu.edu, (770) 366-8278 cell, 

(770) 322-6691


-Steve Ogletree ogletrsj@jmu.edu (540) 435-6234


-Niambi Campbell niambih@yahoo.com, (919) 889-8669

B. Website—Kevin Ennis kennis@fordham.edu (646) 372-9029

C. Organization on the Ground—Jessica  jmf386@nyu.edu, (858) 382-4856

D. Housing/Food—Rukia Lumumba rlumumba@aol.com (301) 523-2808

(need people!!!)

E. Transportation—Steven Ogletree ogletrsj@jmu.edu (540) 435-6234

(need people!!)


F. Student Contact and Registration—David Dennis (717) 395-4613





ddennis@fandm.edu 

If your college or university is interested in participating with Katrina On the Grounds this summer, please contact Melanie Bullock or Tiffani Brown from the Recruiting/Fundraising Committee.  The website for KOTG(www.katrinaontheground.com) is currently under construction and will be updated soon with important travel and lodging details. Please look in the near future for updated information.

Thank you and we look forward to working with you to change lives!

Tiffani Rose Brown

President of the Black Student Alliance

  at Georgia State University
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